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Thiswork plan has been created by White Horse Ecology on behalf of Swale Borough
Council . It is designed to complement the management plan produced by Lloyd

Bore (Landscape and Ecological Management Plan for the Proposed Landscape

Buffer Zone and Countryside Gap). The Lloyd Bore plan contains detailed plans for

the establishment of the site as we |l as ongoing management.

The plan is designed to  do the following:
1 Provide a very brief assessment of the established habitats
1 Provide a mowing and cutting regime that is easy to follow for site staff and
contractors
1 Provide a baseline botanical species list

It is not designed to be a full management for this site, rather a quick reference
guide for making decisions about managing the site, with particular reference to
the grasslands.

All mapping associated with this plan has been submitted to Swale Borough Council
as GIS Shapefiles. Some of the maps can also be found on a Google Map prepared
for site staff: Stones Farm Country Park Management Mapping

In addition, a spreadhs heet containing all records for the different compartments
has been submitted with this report.

Document prepared by: Mike Phillips MCIEEM 26t June 2026
White Horse Ecology would like to extend thanks to Kris Staples and Greme Tuff at
Swale Borough Council for their assistance in the creation of this plan . All images

are the authorodos own unless otherwise stated.


https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1Ek0iZbsZqOqe3UQyC2w9JOrJsVPrM2g&usp=sharing
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1. Site Description

Stones Farm Country Park is a newly created 15.68 hectare site, owned by Swale
Borough Council. Most of the habitats on the site have been newly created as part

of a new housing development directly to the west of Stone Farm. However, Stones
Farm also includes a chalk stream as well as an area of wet woodland, both pre -
existing habitats and of high nature conservation interest. The broad habitats are
shown in the map on page 5.

1.1. Grassland

There are a range of different grasslands at Stones Farm Country Park, all of which
have been newly created. The first is a meadow created with fine grasses and mostly
neutral soil loving herb species. This area has the largest range of plant species and
requires an annual cut to allow plants to set seed and to prevent the most competitive
grasses from dominating.

Species -rich grassland

There is also an area of grassland that does not have as wide a range of species and
forms the central part of the site. The grasses are slightly coarser. The final area of
grassland forms a riparian edge to the chalk stream and a drier area that also includes

reptile hibernacula. This area serve sas a receptor site for reptiles moved from the
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development site. The aim for this area is to keep a rough grassland sward without
prioritising botanical diversity.

Although the grasslands contain s ev er al pl ants on Kentds rare
axiophytes, with one exception they are all sown and are generally not considered to

be of importance. Hairy vetchling was also recorded, which is on the Kent rare plant

register and is found in the local area. Its origin is unclear, but it has probably not been

sown and so should be considered significant.

1.2. Orchards

An orchard with a range of different local fruit varieties has been planted at the south -
west of the site. These trees have developed well and there is a species -rich grass mix
beneath the trees that requires cutting to maintain the species diversity in t he grass
sward. An image of the orchard is shown on the front cover of this report.

1.3. Woodland

A buffer strip of woodland has been planted between the Country Park and housing

to provide a visual and noise screen. This buffer strip is designed to have larger trees

in the middle and smaller trees at the edges. The original plan also included shade
tolerant herb planting in these areas, but these species are no longer in evidence.

At the north -eastern section of the si te straddling a fork in the chalk stream, an area
of wet woodland exists. It consists predominantly of ash, willow and alder trees, all of
which are typical of wet woodland or an alder/willow carr. In the wetter parts of the
woodland there are species such as water figwort, hemp agrimony, gypsywort, water

mint, blue water speedwell, celery  -leaved buttercup, fool & watercress, water forget -
me -not and welted thistle. As such, these species are some of the most important on

the site. Blue water -speedwell is a Kent axiophyte. Minimal intervention is
recommended in this area.

1.1. Wetlands

The wetlands on site include an attenuation pond which is used as a soak away for

water that runs off the housing estate to the west. This water is allowed to settle in the
attenuation pond and there is a controlled flow from here into the chalk stream. This
is a relatively new feature and dries out regularly. However, some moisture tolerant

plants have established including bulrushes and both hard and soft rush.

The chalk stream is an important  habitat, but it has become filled with silt during the
development of the housing estate and the Country Park. This has led to a braiding

of the channel and the loss of the clear water and gravels that are typical of chalk

streams. Due to the s oft ground, it was not possible to conduct surveys on the day of

the visit.
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